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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
P 1 CTURE-STORY~BOOKS 


Evers, Helen and Alf THE MERRY MOUSE Parrar & Rinehart 


Housekeeping from the mouse viewpoint - there's no profit and no surplus 
in careful housekeeping. Theirs for lavish carelessness every day. And here's the 
story of the mouse that got left behind in a house run too carefully and of how he 
drove the owner out. A story told in pictures and text - more meat than its pre- 
decessors. (September 8) $ .75 


Honness, Elizabeth THE TAIL OF THE SORRY SORREL HORSE Nelson 


I have a hunch this sort of humor appeals more to grown-ups than to chil- 
dren and that children would find it merely silly. The story of a horse that was 
too proud of his fine tail, and of how he lost it wisp by wisp. And of the little 
Sirl who gave him a purple fringe as a substitute. Illustrated by Pelagie Doane, 
with-the sort of imitative drawings intended to look like a child's own work. I'd 
pass it up. (Published) $1. 25 


Lenski, Lois LOIS LENSKI'S MOTHER GOOSE Harper 


This is Jack Horner's Pie remade in somewhat less expensive dress (one 
color left out, a different binding, somewhat smaller page) and with its name changed 
(which seems to me a pity, but perhaps it will be easier to merchandise). Excellent 
selection of all the favorites and enough of the rhymes more difficult to locate to 
give it that special quality one wants. The illustrations make a picture puzzle - 
find the picture for the rhyme sort of thing. (September 17) $1.50 


Quigg, Jane JEAN AND JON ARE SIX Nelson 


The idea is sound though hardly original. Day by day "doings" of six 
year old twins. But the unnatural emphasis on clothes hardly rings true (and the 
fact that the pictures with their mechanical limitations on color don't fit the 
facts of the text in a few instances, is sure to annoy matter of fact youngsters). 
Pictures by Romney Gay. (Published). $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Hader, Berta & Elmer BILLY BUTTER Macmillan 


+ "The Tale of a Little Brown Goat" —- and one of the best of the Hader books. 
It belongs to the same group as Midget and Bridget and Spunky and is a sure favorite. 
The setting is California ~ hilly San Francisco to be accurate ~- the pictures are 
enchanting ~— the story amusing - the reproductions perfect in delicate coloring. 
(October 3) $2.00 
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Newberry, Clare Turlay MITTENS Harper 


¥** An enchanting book - Clare Newberry's most appealing, though perkaps not 
her most original - book. With cat books comparatively rare, it should be a sure 
fire book for any small boy or girl who likes kittens. A better than average story 


(possibly more for reading aloud than reading to onesself in first grade) - and de- 
lightful pictures. (October 15) $1. 50 
Phillips, Ethel Calvert THE SAUCY BETSY Houghton, Mifflin 


Betsy goes all the way fron New York to Maine to visit her relatives who 
live at the lighthouse. She and Benjamin and the lost dog, Sailor, have lots of ad- 
ventures and a grand summer. The book is occasionally padded with "facts one ought 
to know” but not uncomfortably so. Again a book for reading aloud to the six and seven 
year old, and for reading to onesself by third grade. (October M). J. L. G. $4-75— 


a& ao. 
Vance, Marguerite A STAR FOR HANSI Harper 
* A good Christmas story - with a moral tucked in - and the sentimental twist 


that one wants in a Christmas story. A small book, charming in format, to put in a 
stocking - and to read aloud on Christmas night. Illustrated by Grace Paull. (October 
1) $1. 00 


FOR THE 9 to 12 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Brown, Paul WAR PAINT: An Indian Pony Scribner 


eee I think this one of the best things Paul Brown has done. The pictures,of 
course, are perfect of their kind - he has a genius for setting action into his pic- 
tures — and for making horses that are not just picture-book horses. The story tells 
of a wild horse, of his babyhood, his capture, his training ~ and his subsequent ad- 
ventures with his Indian master. Quite original in being wholly a picture of Indian 
life, unmixed with white civilization, in the days of the buffaloes. Paul Brown books 
have a collector's value for sporting book market, as well as a juvenile sale. 


(September 11) $2.00 
Bullett, Gerald THE HAPPY MARINERS Dodge 
* This is a blend of adventure and fantasy, and the imaginative child would 


like it, the literal-minded child find it far-fetched. A ship comes to life (in the 
drab setting of a London suburb) and takes a family of children into the kinds of 
adventures all children crave. Illustrated (Published) $2. 00 


Darling, Esther Birdsall BORIS: Grandson of Baldy ° Penn 


Every youngster.who read - and loved Baldy of Nome, is a candidate for this 
successor. Here again is "true story dog story" - the setting again Alaska - and the 
dog hero the runt of a litter, taken as his very own by a boy who determined to make 
up his own team with what flotsam and jetsam of the dos world he could accumulate. 

-There is good adventure, culminating in a trip through the ice floes. One’ youn$ 
reader writes: "I like this because it is true. All the characters seem real, both 
dogs and people. The author knows what she is writing about because she is a partner 
in the famous Allan and Darling racing stables. She is one of my favorite authors." 
(September) $2. 00 
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Emerson, Sybil JACQUES AT. THE WINDOW Crowell 


*. I can't remember another story that conveys so well the atmosphere of the 
Paris of a French child as this story of Jacques and his American friend, of their 
adventures in the gardens, of the odd intimacy of the dwellers of a typical French 
apartment building. There is charm and atmosphere and a good story. Illustrated. 


(October 6) : $1. 50 
Grey Owl SAJO AND THE BEAVER PEOPLE Scribner 
» This is an ideal aninal story for the more mature of your 9-10-11 year olds. 


Two small beavers are separated from their family when the dam breaks and are rec-— 
cued by an Indian, whose children make pets of them. What happens when the little 
beavers are separated, and how the Indian children brave all sorts of perils to re- 
unite them makes a good yarn. The illustrations are fascinating - Siving the effect 
of pencil drawings in the original. Text and pictures by the Indian author. 
(September 24} $2.50 


Morrow, Honore & Swartman, Wm.J. SHIP'S PARROT Morrow 


Companion story to Shtp’s Monkey, more of an adventure story, but not quite 
so convincing. The parrot is the means of unravelling a mystery, of finding a kid- 
napped child, and of giving a boy who doesn't want to be a seaman, the chance to find 
his right vocation. The colored black and white illustrations by Gordon Grand will 
be an added sales factor. {October 14) $2.00 


Seaman, Augusta Huiell THE STRANGE PETTINGILL PUZZDE Doubleday, Doran 


Two mysteries; The Strange Pettingill Puzzle, which Peter and his sister, 


Christine, help their playmate, Alan solve when they find a hidden room that holds 


the secret of Alan's inheritance; and The Curtous Case of Callista which sends a 
hobby club hot foot on the trail of the secret that an old-fashioned doll seens to 
hold. Young and very amateur detectives and simple problems that will not terrorize 
young readers. Illustrated. (October 9) $1.75 


Wise, Winifred T. AWAY WITH THE CIRCUS Whitman 


A rather mediocre story of two children whose uncle is an elephant trainer 
and who are taken along to do odd jobs and earn their way with the circus. Neither 
a satisfactory circus story -— nor much of a yarn otherwise. [Illustrated by Emma 
Brock. (October 2) $1.50 


THE 9 to 12 YEAR OLDS - Fact Books 


Fyleman, Rose MONKEYS Nelson 


Companion volume to Bears. Presumably there is a market, but I can't get 
excited over either of these books. Virtually a conpendium of facts about the spe- 
cies, its variations, habits, etc. Legends - true stories - and so on. Illustrated 


with photographs. (Published) $1.00 
Ilin, M. TURNING NIGHT INTO DAY Lippincott 
ie ok The best book on lighting I know. Through the story of lighting from its 


earliest assumed facts to the present - with forecast of the future - one sets a slant 
on social and economic history. Although the book is from the Russian, the apprcach 
is general. Illustrated. (October 15) / $1.00 Y 
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Mannix, Daniel MORE BACK-YARD ZOO Coward, McCann 


** Amusing and instructive stories of the author's various pets and acquaint— 
ances in the animal world; falcons, beavers, owls, snakes, fishes, vultures, alli- 
Sators, tarantulas, parrots, etc. Grand reading that adults will enjoy as well as 
their offspring - not by any means pretty-pretty in presenting animal life, but 


actual facts of experiences with the "zoo". IilL’a by photographs. (Septenber 
+t) $2.00 


Thompson, R, W. WILD ANIMAL MAN Morrow 


The owner of the famous chimpanzees, Max and Moritz, known the world over, 
tells his life story, which - in the Last analysis - is an absorbingly interesting 
story of a man whose life has been devoted to animals of all sorts, and who, when 
scarcely more than a boy, demonstrated the possibility of a mixed animal act. Intro- 
duction by Frank Buck. Illustrated. (October 14) $1.75 


(Note: The above title is of equal interest to older boys). 


FOR THE TEENS 


Adams, Katharine SCARLET SHEATH Macmillan 


* The setting is the village of Nottingham today. The characters, two fa- 
milies of young people, torn between the fascination the Forest holds for them and 

a longing to find some touch with the world outside. It is a mystery story in which 
an unfinished message from America, a scarlet sheath bearing an emblem, a silk hand- 
kerchief, a portfolio and a cave painting, all with the same insignia - and a recluse- 
all have a part. Katharine Adams has a wide following among girls who like well- 
written, “polite” stories of "nice people" with a spice of adventure. Illustrated. 
(October 6) $1. 75 


Aspinwall, Marjsuerite WHERE IS SYLVIA? Farrar & Rinehart 


An author who built up quite a reputation with Wind From Spain appears 
again, after a long silence, with this story of the detective work a group of youn 
people did in trying to trace the lost owner of a wallet and a mysterious jade fis- 
ure. The mystery is not wholly convincing. There are a good manyloose threads. 


But it is good story. (October 13) $1.75 
Berry, Erick SUNHELMET SUE Lothrop, Lee & Shephard 
hed Her most finished story fron the viewpoint of plot, dialogue, and so on - 


combining with that the West African setting she knows from personal experience. 
It's a grand job, an original story, and charmingly illustrated. My one criticism 
is that both jacket and title give an impression of a younger appeal than the actual 
text. The vocational slant is an important factor - anthropology and archeolosy 


this time. (Published) $2.00 
Bianco, Margery WINTERBOUND Viking 

* Good story of a young family "winterbound” in the farmhouse they had taken 
in Connecticut for a year while the limited budget found itself again. One feels 
that some of the adventures and misadventures have roots in personal experience, 
for they ring very true. There's a wide appeal to varied interests - art, interior 
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decoration, gardenins, - in the development of the different characters. And there's 
enough of adventure to give the story plenty of zip. Illustrated by Kate Seredy. 
(October 2) Junior Literary Guild. $2.00 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth SWORD OF THE WILDERNESS Macmillan 

* The time is 1689 - the setting Maine. The story tells of Seth Hinton, 


captured in an Indian raid, and of his years living with the Indians, coming to love 
an English maid who had virtually "gone Indian", and of encounters with other cap-— 
tives, some bound On escape, no matter what the cost, others willing to accept 
Slavery to the French-Canadians as a safer way out. It pictures a different sort 

of Indian life and viewpoint from the one usually encountered, and is a definite 
contribution to our background information on Colonial days. Illustrated by Harve 
Stein. (October 6) $2.00 


Ellsberg, Commander Edward SPANISH INGOTS Dodd, Mead 


Philip Ramsay, having seen the sunken treasure of the Santa Cruz slip from 
his hands in Ocean Gold, is about to makd away with it, when he is forced to sink 
it again and return, in a submarine, to salvage it. He has plenty of disappointments 
before he is able to obtain his gold, but finally outwits his enemies and saves his 
friend. Good adventure, with ampl+ technical background of diving and submarine 


work. Illustrated. (September 17) $2. 00 
Hewes, Agnes Danforth THE CODFISH MUSKET Doubleday, Doran 
* x This is the best story of the lot - and deals with a period of which little 


has been written. The time is just before and covering the Louisiana Purchase. The 
conflict between American seaboard, the Western frinse of pioneers, the English, 
French and Spanish determined, in their different ways, to prevent spanning the con- 
tinent. Jefferson coming into power, a contrast in type and viewpoint to his pre- 
decessors. American ships discovering in the fur trade with China hope for an econ- 
omic way out. Grand adventure story against this varied background in the account 
of a Boston lad, apprenticed to a gunsmith, who stumbles into the heart of a plot 
involving the whole picture, and makes his perilous way across half the continent 

to take Jefferson's message to Meriwether Lewis. Any adult with red blood in his 
veins will enjoy sharing this with his sons. Agnes Hewes wields a born-story- 
teller's pen. Illustrated by ArmstrongPerry. (October 9) $2. 00 


Moon, Grace SINGING SANDS Doubleday, Doran 


Piki returns from her five years of schooling to her Pueblo village to 
learn that things are not as they should be, her father accused of theft and the 
Indians in grave danger of losing their ancient rites because of the greed of one 
of their tribe. Piki casts her lot with those who would keep the traditions in- 
tact, and manages to unmask the evil doers. A sympathetic picture of the necessity 
of adjustment that confronts the young Indian who has been away to school — and one 
solution of the problem. [Illustrated by Carl Moon. (October 9) $2.00 
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Pease, Howard HURRICANE WEATHER Doubleday, Doran 


Adventure story of the South Seas, with a suggestion of kinship to The 
Hurricane. Continues the tale of the two boys of The Ship Without A Crew in a fast- 
moving story of their cruise in search of their employer's good-for-nothing brother. 
They stumble on a mystery - and have a share in working out the solution. Illustrated. 


{October 9) $2. OO 


Schmidt, Sarah Lindsay RANCHING ON EAGLE EYE McBride 


How two young cousins take over the running of "Granny's Wing" the family 
ranch in the Rockies; how the city boy learns to adapt himself to the life; and how 
their founding a cooperative group of High School boys is the beginning of real 
business for the youngsters of the community. ‘They are forced to deal with an un- 
scrupulous old man and encounter some exciting adventures. Good in vocational back- 
ground and the problems of ranching are well presented. Illustrated. (October 1) 
Junior Literary Guild. $2. OO 


FOR THE TEENS - Non Fiction 


King, Eleanor & Pessels, YOU AND YOUR CAMERA | Harper 
Wellmer 


Written for the purpose of getting children interested in the idea of tak- 
ing pictures, this tells how a number of prominent professionals and successful ama- 
teurs got their start and gives visible proof of the good results amateurs have ob- 
tained, even with low priced cameras. Original points of view, composition, etc. 
rather than actual camera operation. Interestingly done.IllustrateJ byphotographs. 
(August 31) $1.75 


Robinson, Thomas P. HOUSES IN AMERICA Viking 


** Probably, if it is fair to jump to conclusions, the outstanding non-fiction 
title for young people this Fall. A book which their adults would do well to per-— 
use when they get a chance at it. Not only the history of dwellings in America, but 
the basic principles of architecture and &coration, the philosophy back of it - and 
the social history of which it is a manifestation. One sets in brief through a new 
approach, a history of the United States, and of the nations that contributed to its 
creation and the contributions they made. In addition to a text which for its combi- 
nation of simplicity of presentation of fact and its maturity of philosophy is extra- 
ordinary, the illustrations alone - 150 of them in line - would make this a memor- 
able book. It has been done jointly by Ethel Fay Robinson and Thomas P. Robinson. 
(October 2) Junior Literary Guild October $3.00 


Williams-Ellis, Amabel & THE STORY OF ENGLISH LIFE Coward, McCann 
Fisher, F. J. 


* A book for the long haul - taking precedence over any other semi-popular 
history of England of modern times for young people, and combining with the histor- 
ical data, interestingly and dramatically presented, a vivid running commentary on 
the changing social and economic scene. In one volume contains much of the material 
now found in several volumes in the well-known History of Everyday Things, so for 
general use, much nore practical for the average youns reader. Illustrated. 
(September #T) $3. 75 
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